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International
land rescue

In the German pavilion of the architectural exhibition for this
year's Venice Biennale, Jay Merrick discovers a vision of the
future that seeks 1o reclaim even the most marginal sliver of land

hie hemay doors of the Arzenale in

Venico aqeened this week o revoa)

e cornuoepds that ix the city's Uth

Internatianal Architecturs Exhi-

bition, pari of the Blennale, The
greal, the good, and the pathologiendly
ironde thranged throwgh the vast edifice 1o
discerour the post-millennial nub of archi-
tecture, as seeb by Uhe show's curatorn, Kurt
Forsler, an oradenue willy the vobee and
bearing of a parade prownd doill serpeand
Bul whal, | wondered, under cerulaan
sl did all thls heve todo with Thurmocok,
or the O House im Pladfing, Germany™

In the Arsenale, the futee of nrehitee
bure comes in mde] forms, pecectiy fash-
foned, sbelishly prescnted on white
pasdala-ahaped dissley units, Toll balldings,

tneldings, pped butdngs - deeling
obs and lcons designed by a Molodex-ful
of the world's grastest archifects.

Auch of the work ls aesthetically dra-
matie; and seme of i cerlainly sals un ea.
Frossing resonances, There |2 a singuinrity
to the abmosphene, though, o nagging aura
of exclusivity Mot even the angapgingly
fractious Brilisd pavibion, curated by Peler
ok and aponsored by the British Councl,
cotald quite resmone this ennuk

Cook's tour makes this the most nter-
esting British plof die pour i 31% years He
presents the work of pine archilecls, whoss
projects differ sharpiy, The deliberately ee-
eenlrie roster lncledes Jobhn Pawsomn,

-

Hathryn Findisy apd the rivelingly un-
clagaifinbde architectural satiist GF Lim,
And, tucked away in the [talinn pavibien,
Chris Wilkinson has consplred wilh the
qudzzlen] waler-souinharist Willlam Py to
delivir a reflected posteard of works that
~mrcifully; I oview of the convolulod wer-
bral toals that defaces so muech work in the
Glarding's pavilions - camry no mmlanntions
It was in the Cerman pavilion that | isind
the sharp Acekof prif indhe biennolo's ghitey
shedl that may belp to produce the sue-
cv=iafit] pear] of an event Uit Farsler has
atppven far with such tharcughness. The
pavilion hos been curated by o Brl,
Francesca Fergesen. whe is centrally in-
wurdvied ins e Gorman Urban Drdt project.
The content of the pavilion seoms simple
enough o cwrving visual stoip of parginal
architecturs on marginal aites
Skl anglar eooagh, dease'L 137 Alter
all, the dovelopment of heownilell sites
Britaln cantimees apace But these sites ane
aften quile large, and suilable for main-
straarn developers who deliver anodyme
beublings that ane progerties milher thin ar
chiltecture, Even developers with a geatine
mtereat in promoling unusunl claleciure
tend Lo be hobbled by the edgy imperalives
of [nfe sl ralies, and sale or rental valoes.
Fermusen has refected maceo In favour
of mieeo and highlighied & movement m
Germany towards ihe inoovative nrehitee
tural exploifation of relatively light shvers

churhan land en which single hulkdings hanve
bepn desipned by voung architects specid
by Intorested in rupturing wernaelar, or
witlesaly postmedarn, architecturnl wali-
poper Hut the roptores are nod outhreaks
of casunl anarchy, Theyre quesiion marks,
meditalicns on what might moke archi
tecturnl sense in the future. They break
potlerns and reménd us that urbon change
cannot always be incremental or combart-
LIy fapnibine

It unlikely A desdprer shird i an obwd
sl y el el fens, and archifecture geay
st in seme way frazen in Uik perma.
pel, solid, and thepefons - al any goen mo-
ment - apparently coherenl. Qdd, Ba L,
how Bmie seems 1o be excluded foom the
percepling of architecture? A builling poes
upr and, on §ts feotprint, tme slops; it fails
to ke wern my i ouliural dipgnifier, or ax par
of a dynambe condition, What happensd to
Piranest's ughv-beauliful dramas of archi-
tectural creation and decay? What thready
pa b i el in he collective British psyche
concerning the fepacious 2oclal and prchi-
tecturnl change teal overwhelmed, sy,
Aarchester in the early 19tk contury?

The evidence aesembled inthe Gemman
pavillon relates mostly bo brand new ol
e, bt theso architectural alions - in of
feot, wrhan criligues anrtfu'u{-t‘ﬂ af Iu'ld:,
stuecn, fass and metal cladding - ane also
stark remnindess that the “knewn™ Lown-
géaped i which they are sabedded must
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evedve over mane Tuidly to meet ssonom.
P annd cwdtural shifts, In Gormnmy, it seem
thit many of the key fnturist architechral
experimerite nne small and sUmnge, rather
thay grandby virtuoso,

Furl Frrster's ke [or the exhilsbon i
“Metamorph". The German pavillon's mes.
sage fits he bl As do certain goings-on
in Thurrock, Essex - which we might sze
ns o peculindy British riff of German

inal architecture. Thurroek ks no gra-
phous cienale Dowing with Gdes e chipoed
jade; it has marshiand and ditches, Indead
of sulilimmp plareas, there are Gyre-dumps,
far Per Filadio and the dshoarket, oot fy
overs and e Lakeside shoppng-cenire,

Yet it 5 here, by ie Thanses, that the
agitprep group General Fublie Agency
(GPA} is pursaing another kind of
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architecturd metamormphosis. Supported by
amsong other bodiss, Thurroek eouwnet] and
the Government's Commizsion for Acchi-
techire and the Built Envdrcament. if ks pur
suing its project Thurrack: o Visionory Briel
i the Tharmes Gateway

GPAs divectors, Clare Cumberiedge
atd Locy Musgrave, are ihverfing the
prathods of e Germein architeciirm) wake
up calls. They want new architectune and
inframtrueture b Thuseook (o be grounded,
prociseiy In the values, covativily and
aspiration of lecal people and their env:
ronment. The kay to this hot-wiring of chap-
aclarialics 1 acd sentiment, bt the ldeaof
change ns a locally shored chollenge, o pre-
eoas that may oecasbonally e startling, bt
certalnly wol mvslerbous,

Some challenge. The wanderful phote

Fraphs of Jazon Orton, unforoed and sbmply
frapsed, cateh the atmcsphoere of ThusToek,
ard Purfiset In particwlar Commissloned
by GPA, they suggest a backwater smelling
of refined oll and cement dust, a bare,
sodden place where compass needles
might akew abnrmingly - n vision forn
fram the dystopic nareative of an Taln Sin.
clair novel. Bul the Images also strongly ra-
dinte life, endervour, obduracy and change.
Which of the archileciural melamorpiis
I the Arsenale might be usefully beamed
Gown on (o the albuvial silts, gravels and
seams of chalk that Jeseph Conrad de-
seribed in Heart af Darforests as "ono of the
dnrk places of the carth™? None, of courae.
Arnd yet phymical and architectural change
as it b Uee fufurs of Pucfleet and e otler
conurbations in Thurrock,

Blarring the
boundaries of the
real and the
Imngined:
Allmons Sattler
Wippnar's
Stvcvestimntall
affice huilding, in
Beutlingen: the
0 House plan,

by Exdibauser
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The comploxities, notes the Exsex boy
andd Bemics think-tanker Ken Worple, are
leglan, Amy cultural o architectural steat-
gy to renew the Thurrack aren, he notos,
has to acddress “this unusual ‘back-story’;
ane of defensivensss, noncenfarmist o
perimantation, industrial idaalism, and a
strong streak of agracian selfsuflicleno:”
These forces will inform plonning pro-
cesves I Thurrock, and therefore a great
deal of Its new o recycled archilecture,
Mot of | will be perfectly ordinary - but
eorme Will ba quite radical,

Ervirenmentally creative building so-
lutkons are alss belng addressed, not lomst
by o group of artists and dexigners pulter-
ing arousl the manae in an alfrmative ao-
tom altnck vehiche™ nlso relerred (o ps e
Obsaleseence and Entropy Moblle Re-

search and Investipation Field Yehlel:
dogora clenched 1 Hsing out of 3 cabbag),
The Hh International Architecture Ex-
hibition i5 o hell of a show, all right, One
waited in valn for a hoverversion of Thue
rock’s affirmative action attack vehlcle, pow-
ered by n Py lentil reaetar oore, to fubber
ashore ol the Ginrding and info this Vene-
tian wonderbund of architectural imagina.
Ban. And the sight - my nformant is
notably sondbie - of Brad Pitl (now study-
ﬁuﬁlﬁﬁ:ﬂk (rehry? in the Giarding, his
suitably metamerphed nto disgaising
shades of dork brawm.

The Sih Infernalienal Archiferhire
Exhibition, the dAvamtale amd dhe
Ginrding, Vendoo (43904 1521 87 12;
winedobimuale.org o 7 November
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